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Luther and the Reformation!
“...Here I stand.  I can do no other.”   ~ Luther at his trial"

As my seven (and a half) year old daughter, Grace, was looking at 
this picture of Martin Luther, she leaned over and asked, “Is he really 
a King?”  It took me a minute to get what she was asking.  My first 
response was, “Huh?  What do you mean?” 

Grace replied in a don’t be so slow, Mom tone, “Well, he doesn’t have 
a crown.” 

“Ohhhhh!”  I clued in, “This is not Martin Luther King, Jr..   
This is Martin Luther!  Martin Luther King, Jr. worked 
peacefully for civil rights about 50 years ago.  Martin Luther 
worked to help people understand God’s Word and be able to 
read it for themselves about 550 years ago.  Our church is 
named after him.” 

One of our goals for this rotation on Luther is to help children 
learn that there is another Martin Luther, and to learn a bit 
about his life and time period, but mostly about his Bible 
teachings. 

We will be focusing on three different texts.  The first is 
Romans 5:1  “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we 
stand.”  This is the verse referenced in the sidebar.  A huge 
weight was lifted off of Luther’s shoulders when he realized 
what this verse meant, and it became extremely important to 
him that people be able to read God’s Word for themselves.  
At this period in time, the Bible was written mostly in Latin, a 
language understood only by the educated. 

Another verse we will focus on is Ephesians 2:8  "For by 
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God."  How wonderful for God’s 
people to be able to read these words for themselves!  Can 
you imagine not being able to read the Bible? 

It was also the case that almost all of Western Europe was 
under the authority of Rome, and the Roman Catholic Church 
of the time.  Fundraising for St. Peter’s Cathedral was in part 
done by selling indulgences to towns people all over Western 
Europe.  An indulgence was a piece of paper that could 
shorten your time or the time of a loved one in purgatory.  
What Luther studied in the Bible contradicted the sale of 
indulgences.  He wanted to debate the topic and reform the 
church not leave it.   
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Martin Luther

At a Glance 
Romans 5:1!

As a monk, Luther was 
always trying to be right with 
God.  However, he found that 
no matter what he did - even 
doing good works or praying, 
that he was sinning.  His mind 
would start to wander or he 
would feel good about what he 
was doing.  Worse, God was 
right there waiting to condemn 
him!  As Luther studied the 
Bible, he came across Romans 
and felt like a huge weight was 
lifted from his shoulders.  He 
found that God comes to us.  
God loves us for who we are.  
We are saved by God’s grace 
because God wants to save us, 
not by anything we can do on 
our own and not by any good 
works.  Instead, because of 
God’s great love for us we want 
to do good works and we want 
to share God’s great love with 
others so that they                
too may know                           
His love.
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The way to do that was to nail your thoughts to the door of the church, much like one would 
post an announcement on a bulletin board today.  The document Luther nailed to the cathedral 
door is called the 95 Theses. 

Another factor, which contributed to the Reformation, 
was an anonymous person printing Luther’s 95 Theses 
on a press, which Gutenberg had invented a number of 
years earlier, and which were quickly distributed 
throughout Germany.  The people and the princes of 
Germany welcomed Luther’s debate.  They were tired 
of their money going to Rome. 

Luther ended up going to trial where he was asked to 
recant his Theses.  After sleeping on it, he stated that 
he could not recant, “Here I stand.  I can do no other.”  
It would be like going against God’s Word to do so. 

Other people before Luther had raised these questions 
to the church and had been burned at the stake.  Politically and 
technologically, Luther’s time was ripe for a reformation, but Luther’s life was now in danger.  
Friends hid him in Wartberg Castle.  During this exile he translated the Bible into the words of 
his people - German.  How very exciting, and yet what a rough road.  While searching for the 
right words to help comfort the people, Luther came across Psalm 46:1, another verse we will 
be focusing on during this rotation.  “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble.”  Each year, on Reformation Sunday, the last Sunday in October, we hear the words 
of Psalm 46 in the hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is our God.”   

All Protestant churches of today, Lutheran, Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, 
United Churches etc., trace their roots to the Reformation movement.  The call for reformation 
in the church continues yet today, with a number of dialogues happening between Lutherans 
and various denominations. The important take in all of this is that the Bible is God’s Word, and 
God comes to us through His Word.  It is such a gift that we are able to read it for ourselves.   

Let us use this gift and grow in God’s love.  

~ Beth Tobin 
Children’s Ministry Director 
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The Gutenberg Press


